
July 2020 ,  Online PBL  

Protect the Last Two Northern 
White Rhinos   

On the open field of the Kenyan Ol Pejeta Conservatory, the last existing two northern white 

rhinos Najin and Fatu are playing happily. In recent years, through the joint efforts of many wild-

life protection organizations and nature reserves, the survival predicament of rhinos has been im-

proved. The Ol Pejeta Conservatory in Kenya,  established in 1988, contributed the most to the 

rhino protection efforts. 

Ol Pejeta Conservatory is the largest rhino prtection center in East Africa. Today, the number of 

black rhinos in the reserve has increased from the initial 20 to 110, and the southern white rhinos 

have also increased to 34. The achievement of these impressive results are credit to the determi-

nation and hard work of the anti-poaching team. 

In order to prevent poaching, the conservatory has established a 60-person anti-poaching team, 
covering 90,000 acres of the conservatory and conducting 24-hour anti-poaching patrols. Every 
year, the team has to deal with more than 100 poaching incidents. 

Program Background   



However, the increasingly sophisticated methods of illegal poachers and the shortage of materi-
als in the conservatory are making rhino protection work of the anti-poaching team increasingly 
difficult. The entire patrol unit has only 3 medicine cases and 3 night vision goggles. Moreover, 
the uniforms of patrol members are generally thin, unable to withstand the cold nights of the 
grassland. In such a challenging environment, the patrol team still carries out its daily work with 
diligence. 
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Although we cannot fight alongside the  patrol members in Ol Pejeta, we can help protect the rhi-
no protectors. We can fundraise to help them upgrade their equipment so they can work more 
effectively. We can all make a difference in the protection of rhinos.  

In this online Project Based Learning (PBL) course, students will learn about what professional 
wildlife conservation is, how to carry out charity work in a professional and effective manner, how 
to fund raise, etc. 

Students will also launch a fund-raising campign on a well-known Chinese charity website. All 
funds raised will go towards the protection of rhinos in the Ol Pejeta Conservatory. Specifically, 
the fund will be used to purchase essential working equipment for the patrol team.  

July 27, 2020-August 16, 2020 (3 weeks) 

Course overview： 

10 online Lecture and Discussion classes 

2 hours of office hour every week to answer any questions students may have  

2 presentation classes to showcase project results and practise public speaking 

1v1 communication with an instructor throughout the process  

PBL Product： 

An online fundraising practice that combines charity work, endangered wildlife protection, and 
social media marketing. The fundraising campaign will be launched on Tencent ’s  charity plat-
form and the campaign will be a part of China ’s most influential online charity event, “99 Charity 
Day”.  

Program Overview   



• Lesson 1: What is wildlife protection? 
(Tuesday, July 7th 20: 00-21: 30) 

-International wildlife protection overview 

-The trends and status of rhino conserva-
tion 

• Lesson 2: Public fundraising training (20: 
00-21: 30, Thursday, July 9th) 

-How do Non Government Organisations 
(NGOs) conduct wildlife protection pro-
grams? What challenges do they face? 

-How to fundraise for charity? What is 
Tencent 99 Charity Day? 

• Lesson 3: Fundraising Practice-1 
(Tuesday, July 14th 20: 00-21: 30) 

-How to write an online fundraising cam-
paign? 

-Brainstorming: fundraising campaign 
planning 

• Lesson 4: Public Fundraising Practice-2 
(Thursday, July 16th 20: 00-21: 30) 

-How to develop campaign communica-
tion materials? 

- Brainstorming: campaign communica-
tion planning 

• Lesson 5: fundraising in action-3 
(Tuesday, July 21, 20: 00-21: 30) 

-Launch and promote the online fundrais-
ing campaign 

-Special seminar: "Pangolin Girl" Story of 
how can Chinese youth be a part of the 
international wildlife conservation ef-
forts? 

• Lesson 6: results showcase & project sum-
mary (Thursday, July 23, 20: 00-21: 30)      

- Project achievement report: how to con-
duct a good wildlife protection fundrais-
ing campaign + personal reflections 

Special Guest Lecturer: Sophia 

Assistant Secretary General of China Biodiver-
sity Conservation and Green Development 
Foundation, head of pangolin project team. 
Sophia is the winner of the 2018 China Philan-
thropist of the Year Award. She has an impres-
sive track recod of investigating the illegal 
wildlife trade in China, she has researched and 
rescued endangered species such as pango-
lins and white dolphins, and provided profes-
sional consultations for conservation agencies. 
Over the years, Sophia has continuously pro-
moted pangolin protection, which has effec-
tively regulated the pangolin rescue work in 
the China's forestry system.  

 

Program Instructor: Carol 

Master of Visual Culture Studies from the Chi-
nese University of Hong Kong. Carol has con-
ducted academic research on Chinese NGOs 
participating in the protection of African wild-
life. She also once worked in the "Vibrant 
Community", a charity organization that aims 
to promote children's ducation. She has partic-
ipated in the documentary filming of the 
"Interview with Yang Lan" special edition 
"Exploring Artificial Intelligence Season 2". 
She has extensive experience in wildlife pro-
tection and education. Carol also served as a 
research assistant to the deputy director of the 
China Institute of the University of Alberta in 
Canada.  

Program timeline  


